Tlie First Englishmen in India \;

slowly made his name known in Europe. Strange
stories were told of Ms religious toleration and
of the eager welcome which he accorded
Christians at his court. But it was his reputed
wealth which most attracted the attention of
Elizabethan England. The scarcity of suitable
investments for their savings in Europe,* and
the prospect of a brilliant and lucrative return
from commercial speculation in the East, led the
merchants of England to turn their gaze
toward India. Fresh, too, from their triumph
over the Spanish Armada, the adventurous
spirits of England were eager to seize for them-
selves that share of the trade which they may
well have considered the legitimate fruit of
their victory.f The prominence of the Empire
over which the descendants of Tamerlane held
sway decreed that, after a venture or two
among the islands, the main stream of British
commerce in India was to direct itself toward
the land of the " Great Mogul."

But, long before the foundation of the East
India Company, India had been visited by
Englishmen. The first Englishman who is known
to have visited the country was Thomas
Stephens, who went to Goa in 1579, and
became Rector of the Jesuits' College in Sal-
sette. Before leaving England he studied at
New College, Oxford. While in India he main~

* See Sir H. S. Maine's International Laso^ p. 205.
f Spain and Portugal were united in 1580.
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